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Q. M. Ntombela E. Z. Sikhakhane 
(Photo}iraph: Natal Witness) 

'Kungcono ukuguga kunokukhahlaka'. Born on December 31, 1908, Mazibuko 
did not rust; he was always an oiled turbo engine until the Creator demanded of 
us to jontly bid him farewell in flesh, blood and soul on Monday. Hamba Kahle 
Baba ... 

KHABA MKHIZE 
(Courtesy of the Natal Witness , 13 July 1994) 

Alexander John Milne (1929-1993) 
A devastating loss befell the South African judiciary and, indeed, the country's 
legal profession when on 17 December 1993, a day before his 65th birthday , 
the death occurred unexpectedly of Mr Justice John Milne while on holiday 
with his wife in England. 

That he should have been thus struck down in his intellectual prime at the 
pinnacle of a brilliant career and, apparently, while in sound health was a 
circumstance of fate as cruel and capricious as it was unheralded. 

Alexander John Milne was born in Durban on 18 December 1929 and was 
destined to become in time the illustrious son of an illustrious father. After 
matriculating from Hilton College he read law at Exeter College, Oxford, 
before returning home to be admitted as an advocate of the Supreme Court of 
South Africa, Natal Provincial Division, on 12 June 1953. 
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Mr W. F. Ogilvie, a land surveyor, to whom Natal is indebted for his work in 
cataloguing and adding to the Natal Museum's extensive photographic collec­
tion, and for his excellent photographs in Professor A. F. Hattersley' s A 
Camera on old Natal. 

Nancy was interested in everything going on around her, and her delightful 
sense of humour and turn of phrase made time spent in her company a special 
experience. She maintained that as one grows older one should remember the 
two As - accept and adapt, and she was a true model of this precept. On the 
other hand, she did not let age interfere with her lifestyle: on giving up her 
house and moving into Jacaranda Lodge a couple of years ago, she remarked 
that this facilitated bridge parties as most of her bridge partners were already 
resident there! 

Her passing is our loss, not only because of her unique personality, but also as 
we can no longer draw on her knowledge of early Natal, and Pietermaritzburg. 

SHELAGH O'BYRNE SPENCER 

Enos Zwelabantu Sikhakhane (1917-1993) 
The history of the Methodist Church in Africa would be incomplete without a 
chapter on Reverend Enoz Zwelabantu Sikhakhane, who died on Sunday at a 
hospital in Empangeni after a long illness. 

'E.Z.', was the founder of the Edendale Lay Ecumenical Centre in 1965. 
In honour of the visionary 'Christian gentleman' - as he was described 

yesterday by the executive secretary of the Methodist Church in South Africa, 
Reverend Vivian Harris - the trustees of the lay centre have pledged to lay to 
rest his remains on the premises he founded. 

The 76-year-old cleric died after what he used to describe as a 'three-year 
grace of God'. His son Mboniswa, who is now director of the Lay Centre, said 
that in 1990 his father had summoned all his children to inform them he was 
due to depart to the world yonder. 

'He arranged his funeral service programme to the last bit, even choosing the 
speakers. When his ailment failed to swallow his soul, he then dubbed the 
preceding bonus period as the 'grace of God'; he explained his willingness to 
go on the grounds that he had done everything he had wished for in this 
world.' 

A legend in his lifetime, Sikhakhane became one of the most revered and 
loved ministers in the Methodist Church of South Africa. He was gifted with 
the talent of organising people around him and the ability to motivate 
community self-reliance. 

In the 1950s he combined his church work with community-related tasks. He 
travelled around Natal motivating school pupils and churches to donate a 
penny towards the realisation of his dream - the building of a lay ecumenical 
centre. With collected funds he went abroad to appeal for support to provide a 
community centre. This became a reality by 1965. 

When he retired from the centre in 1979 after being director since its 
inception, he founded an agricultural extension in Empangeni. He based 
himself there with his family and it was there that he died. 

Before he answered the call of the cloth 'E.Z.' had been a fanner in the 
Matiwaneskop village, Ladysmith, after which he taught in the same area. 
Many of his pupils are today big names in the country. 
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He co-founded the Association of Lay Training Centres in Africa and 
became its chairman in 1972 up to 1973. 

He suffered from chest trouble and on Sunday morning the disturbance 
complicated and he was rushed to hospital, where he passed away at about 
2.30 p.m., according to his son, Mboniswa. 

'E.Z.' leaves his widow maMsimang. four sons and three daughters as well 
as 	15 grandchildren. 

KHABA MKHIZE 
(Courtesy of the Nulal Witness) 

Vryhof Anton (Hoffie) Van Der Hoven 
(1921-1993) 
If heredity really makes a difference to what a person achieves in later life, 
then perhaps the first thing to note about Hoffie van der Hoven would be that 
he was the grandson of Anton van Wouw. A well known painting of a young 
girl reading, by Van Wouw's friend Frans Oerder, is almost certainly a portrait 
of Hoffie's mother as a child. 

To suggest that the outstanding feature of Hoffie' s life was that he was the 
grandson of the elder statesman of South Arican sculpture would, however, be 
an injustice to him, both as a man and as an artist. Vryhof van der Hoven's 
professional career was devoted to medicine, and after making the choice to 
serve the public rather than remain in private practice, he rose to the highest 
rank in Natal's provincial hospital services. He was not Natal born: his parents 
were hoteliers in Parys, but, after graduating from the Witwatersrand Univer­
sity at the end of 1946, he did his year of housemanship at Addington Hospital 
in Durban. 

It was normal then for the aspirant specialist to enter general practice first, 
and Hoffie spent three years at Amatikulu. He had married Elsabe Gie of 
Worcester in 1948, and thus became connected to the great South African 
Murray clan. By the end of his spell in Zululand, his first ambition to specialise 
in pediatrics was amended, and he joined the provincial hosptal services, 
moving in 1951 to Dunnottar in the Transvaal. 

1956 brought him back to Natal. For the next eight years he and his wife 
more than compensated for having come from outside the province by serving 
its hospitals in Grey town, Port Shepstone, Eshowe, and finally the capital. His 
promotion was rapid and, in the eyes of his peers, well-deserved. As Medical 
Superintendent of these hospitals he was held in affectionate esteem by his 
staff both for his concern and his judgement. 

After two years at Grey's Hospital, he was awarded a British Council grant 
to make a specialist study of hospital design in the United Kingdom. To use his 
new expertise, the province broadened the scope of his employment: he was 
made an inspector of hospitals and then moved into the planning section, where 
he was centrally involved in the planning of the new Grey's. Deputy 
Directorship, and finally the Directorship of Hospital Services in Natal 
followed. The top post was not one that he relished, yet he held it with 
distinction. He found himself at that point where what is politically expedient 
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